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TI N. ill. 8, 9. 
Litewiſe muſt. the Deacons 5 grave, 


not double tongued, not given to much A 
Mine, not greedy of furby Lucre ; 5 : 


TOE n 


olding the Myſtery of 


9 rok e 


e DP Hundt x W Leave of you, 5 
. 855 my Brethren, who have been 


a”. >*\ 


3 {2 to, and inveſted with the Of _ 

Vera fice of Deacons, to lay be- 
. 8 you the Qualifications which. are ne- 
cebſſary for Perſons in that Capacity, the 
Work that is proper to it, and to offer 

bome Things by waz of Encouragement | 


- to you therein from theſe Words. 


TAE Apoſtle begins this Chapter with 


at this Time ſolemnly called 0 


obſerving the Excellency of the Office of 


a Biſhop, Paſtor, or Overſeer in a Church 


Fo, Chil, Y and then gives the — 
a * 3 Cha- 


8 


* A A Sermon pied eg at 


= IS Characters of ſuch Who, Are. in that 
Fupckion. 0 
Aren this he proceeds to mention the 

| ſeveral Virtues requiſite to Perfons who 
ſerve the Church in the Station of Dea- 
cons, moſt of which are collected * the 5 

155 Words now to be conſidere d. = 
ITuE Method 1 ſhall purſue, in my Dir. 
5 courſe on ah W Will be this : , 


| Br 1 SHALL oh the Notation . | 
the Term Deacon, with the various 
Application of it. 5 
Ge Sukw what gave Riſe to this 5 
Office in the Church. 1 

| Thirdh, Tur Qualifications of theſe 5 

ner Qlians 7 1 

RE by i» Edwrdbly; Tar. proper Werk. . 
8 by L, Offer ſome Things bor your: 

1 | Encouragement therein. * "67 Þ 


Tn bY Lore with the Notation of thy . 
T's Word, and the different Application of it: 
AA Deacons, ſignifies, a Miniſter; from 
the Verb dan, to miniſter ſpeedily. Which 1 
imports, that Perſons in this Office ſhould 
Cloſely, and cagerly purſue the Duties of 

it; that they ought-to miniſter to others, as 

3 with Chearfulneſs, ſo with Expedition. 
reis FPitle of Office, Service, or Ad- 

| miniſtration, and | is un, applied. "Mn - 
N' FO given. 


an ; Ordinltior of. Deacons. 2 
given to Chriſt; No T ſay, that Jeſus 
Chrift was a Minifter, Auixcror, of the Cir- 
cumciſion for the Truth of God: to con- 
firm the Promiſes made uno the Fathers * "2 
H came not to be miniftred unto, but to 
mini ter. The Apoſtle gives this Name to 
Magiſtrates ; for Rulers are not a Terror 
to good Works, but to the evil: Wilt thou 
| then not be afraid f the Power ? Do that 
which ig good, and thou ſhalt have Praiſe 
of the ſame ; for he is the Miniſter, 
Aid xc , of God 10 thee for good v. It is 
applied to Preachers of the Goſpel ; A 
| then is Paul, and 2wh0 is Apollos, but Mi 2 n 
uiſters, Autvove, by whom me believed, even 
= as the Lord gave toevery Mane? Every — 
true Diſciple and Worſhipper of Chritt 
| hath this Title given to him; F any Man 
eros me let him follow me, and _ = 
am there Hall alſo ny Servant, Aid, 
de. If any Man e me, him will uy. | 
Father 0 STD 
Lax Apoſtle beſtows this Character on 
Ppebe; 1 commend unto you hebe our 
Sifter, which is a Servant, Ano, a 
| Deaconeſs, of the Church which. is at 
_ Cenchrea ©, I am of Opinion, that there 
were Deaconeſſes in the primitive Churches, 
whole Bulineſs it was to vilit the poor, af- 


N xv. 8, N o Chap. xiii. 4. - 0 1 Cor. ili. 5. 


Hicted, | 


Y Johnxii, 26. Rom. 2Vi, l. 


6 A Sni nee at 
| iced, and aged Siſters, and to ale 
Relief to them; to acquaint the Church 
with their Neceſſities, and obtain Help for 
them.  Perfons choſe to this . 
generally Widows, ſuch who had been 


married, and behaved: in that Station. . of. 


Life with Chaſtity, Diligence, and Pru- 
| dence, who are called Widows indeed. 
It was required that they ſhould be Sixty 
| Years of Age when appointed by the 
Church to attend on this Service; det 
not a Widow be taken into the Number, ap 
under Threeſcore Tears old, having been 


the Niſe of one Man*. The excellent 


. 4 


« Miniſtra ; which is the Name given 


and learned ecclefiaſticl. Hiſtorian Mr. . 


Binghans ſpeaking. of them hath theſe 


Words: * There is ſome mention made 


<« of them in Scripture, by which it appears, 


poſtolical Age; St. Paul calls Phebe, a 

: Servant of the Church. at Cench rea, 
<< Rem. xvi. 1. the original Word is Aus. : 
© ©, anſwerable to the Latin Word . 


c them in Pliny” s Epiſtle, which ſpeaks a- | 
e bout the Chriſtians. Tertullian and 
& {ome others, call them Fiduae, WI 


e dovs; and their Office, Viduatus; be- 
4 cauſe they were commonly choſen out 


1 1 | Tim. 3. 5 3 J ver. g p. 


* that their Office was as antient as the a- 


an Ordinatim of Dzacoxs. 7 


| « of the Widows of the Church. For 
« the ſame Reaſon Fpiphanins, and the 
5 Council of Laodicea, call them II. 
c nens, elderly Widows ; becauſe none but 
ſuch were ordinarily taken into this Of- 
cc ſice .“ Not but that Virgins were 
| ſometimes admitted to this Service,” as he = 
| afterwards obſerves. oe 
And Dr. Cave allows the ſame, whoſe 
= Account of them is this:“ Their Origi- 
mal was very early, and of equal ſtand» 
_ * ing with the. Infancy of the Church; „ 
c {\ch was Phebe in the Church at N 
t chrea, mentioned by St. Paul; ſuch 
c yere thoſe two Servant-Maids ſpoken 3 
„ Pliny in his Letters to the Em. 
A peror, whom he examined upon tlie 
Rack ; ſich was the famous Olympias Ut 
-- 2 2-266 Church of Conſtantinople, not to 
© mention any more particular Inſtances. 
„They were either Widows, and then 
© not to be taken into the Service of tze 
& Church, under Threeſcore Years of Age, 
according to St. Paul's Direction, or 
85 * elſe. Virgins, who having been educated _ 
© in order to it, and given Teſtimony of a 
£ chaſte and ſober Converſation, were e ſer 1 


Goh Orion, EceleGaſt. * $6 cap. 22, p. 304. 3 
2.0 Quo magis neceſſarium credidi ex duabus Ancillis quae . 

7 Miniſirac dicebantur, quid efſer vert. & AY 0 e | 

5 quacrere, . Plini lib. 10, Ep. 97. Es : 5 


„ A an . at 
cc prank at Forty. What the proper Fleer 
< and Miniſtry of theſe Deaconeſſes was in 
_ © the antient Church, though Mart ben 
© Blafteres ſeems to render a S little Job 
cc ful, yet certainly i it rincipally conſiſted 8 
_ ſuch Offices as ee 3, to attend upon : 
the Women at = of publick Worlhip, e- 
© ſpecially in the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, 5 
e that when they were to be diveſted, in or- 
der to their Innmerſion, they might over- 
& ſhado them, ſo as nothing of Indecency . 
„ VUncomelineſs might appear; ſfome- 
& times they wereimploy din inſtructing we - 
©. more rude and ignorant fort of Women 
e in the plain and caſy Principles of Chri- 
| — ſtianity, and in preparing them for Bap- 
tie otherwhiles in viſiting and at- 
* tending upon Women that were ſick, | 
„ in conveying. Meſlages, Counſels, ©an- . 
s ſultations, Relief (eſpecially in Na: , 
l Perſecution, when it was dangerous 19 
« for the Officers of the e Church) r 
. Martyrs, and them that were in Priſon. 1 
ee And theſe Women, no doubt it was, that 
„ Libanius ſpeaks of among the Chriſtians, - nn 
= who were ſo very ready t to be imployed np 
& jn theſe Offices of Humanity *,” 8 
8 Io theſe Obſervations the Words of Cle- 
Te, mens Alexandrins agree ; He alſo kno 2 


2 primitive cin ii, bart; I chap. viii. p. 197. 
Abb 


. 


ag 
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hat Things Paul requires of Deaco- 
nellen in the firſt Epiſtle to Timothy“. 
It has been thought proper by ſome Con- 
gregations of late Years, to appoint faith- 
ful Women to ſuch Service among them, 
as the Primitive Churches did; nor can 1 
apprehend that any thing is juſtly to be 
excepted againſt that Practice, lince it ho 8 5 
8 prars to be apoſtolical. 
Tuis Name is eſpecially given to the 
Stewards of the Lr Treadure, - and 5 


3 is one conf derable Branch of their Work. 


7 an Tar nien gave Riſe to 
| Officers in the Church, was, the 
great Increaſe of the Diſeiples through 


the Apoſtles preaching. When the Num- 


ber of Believers was ſmall, the Apoſtles 
| - performed thoſe good Offices which Per- 


| ſons in this Station are called to; but, 
upon a large Addition of Members to the . 
Church, they were not able to attend on 
their Miniſtry, and continue to take care of 
the poor Saints. Now as they were pe= 


1 culiarly called to preach the Goſpel, they 85 
Judged it improper to engage in other Ser- 
2 vices, Which would unavoidably —_— 


17 [oper 8 X) FE T5 04 PET OR yuralxdv SY TH iriea 
deb I/ ens OA © Yai od goat Rane : 
Scrom. lb, 3. b. 37. | 


them. 5 


1 0 A Sill prenibel' at. 


them in that their ſpecial Buſineſs. And 
therefore they propoſed to the Church, to 
chooſe Perſons who might. be thought luit- | 
able for that Truſt, * 
A Account of which we have in theſe 9 
Words: And in thoſe Days, when the Num- 


ber of the Diſciples was multiplied, there 


aroſe a Murmuring of the Greeians againſt 
_ the Hebrews, becauſe their Widows were 
neglected inthe daily Miniſtration. Then 
255 Twelve called the Multitude 7 the 
* Diſciples unto them, and ſaid, It is not 
Reaſon that we ſhould leave the Word 
of. God and ſerve Tables, Wherefore, 
Brethren, look ye out among pour ſelves 
Men of honeſt Report, full of the Holy Ghoſt 


ad Wiſdom, whom we may appoint over 
his Buſmeſs. But we will give our ſelves | 
continually to — 5 ard, 70 {he Momifiry : 


$$ the Mira d. . 5 
Thirdly, 


-10Y Mis vi. r, 5 3, 4. n his Inflgnce - it ene = 
ly appears, that the Right of Chooſit ing Officers in the 


| Church is lodged in the Members. The Apoſtles were verß 
far from aſſuming ſuch a Power over the Church, as ſome 


have uſurped ſince, who could never pretend to cher waccedl 


ordinary Call or Furniture from Chriſt. They ated upon : | 
this juſt Principle, That all Societies have an undoubted ol 


| Right to fix upon the Perſons who ſhall ſerve them in any 
 Othce' or Capacity. The Election of theſe Othcers was 
| wholly referred to the Community ; indeed the Apoliles 
hinted what Qualifications were neceilary to Men im- 
Hogue i in this Service, but left the Members to determine 7” 
among 


* an ont of Daacoxs. 1 L 


Tdh, Tas Qualifications neceſſary 
to this Office are many and great. : 
I. Gravity is required in ſuch as ſerve 
the Church in this Capacity; likewiſe 
| muſt the Deacons be grave. The original 
Word is c, which is ſometimes tranſ- 


lated, Bonet; as for Inſtance, fmally, 


Brethren, wharſoroer- Things are true, 


whatſoever Things are honeſt, or, 


Phil. iv. 8. It is highly proper that 


Perſons in this Office ſhould be of Bo- 

| neſt Report, or Men of known Probity . 

and ſtrict Honour, becauſe they are en- 

truſted with the Church's Treaſure, which 

| ought to be faithfully expended in promo» 
ting thoſe pious Views, for which it is con» 

5 tributed ; no Part of it may lawfully be 

FF * of to ſerve other Purpoſes upon 

any Pretence whE..tever. And therefore, 


5 the Choice of Men to this Truſt, re- 
| gard is to be had to their Integrity and 


|  inviolable Juſtice. _ 1 8 


| Farther, the Word is s uſed for Sobriety a 
and Chaſtity ; even ſo muſt their Wives © 
be grave, c«pvzs" ; that is to ſay, ſober, 
5 modeſt, and chaſte · This isa very neceſſary 5 


: dan; OR RG in. 1 Ok GIST. Virtues mentioned 
were found. And therefore they conſidered the Multitude 
as capable of judging, without their uncommon e 
what P. vſons were fit to be called to o Offer _—_— * 
8 . 1 Tips, « Il, | 


B 2: 55 Part | 


1 3 — . wont at 
Part * a Deacon's Character. Ae OE 
PFrothineſs in Converſation is unbecoming 
all Profeſſors of Religion, but eſpecially 
ſuch as are inveſted with Office-Power in 
a Church of Chriſt. 2 
II. FxEEDOM from Gulleagd Hypocriſy; 5 


5 5 which is intended by theſe Words, not 


double tongucd, 99Gye ; the Word fignifies 
one who, out of 5 ſame Moutb, breathes 
heat and cold that is, contrary things. 
The Apoſtle hereby condemns feigned 


5 Expreſſions of Reſpect; the Heart and the 


Tongue ought to perfectly agree in our 


Profeſfſion of Friendſhip to others; we are 


commanded to love in Reality, lose not in 


ford and in Tongue, but in Deed and in 
Tub. This apoſtolical Exhortation is 
| too little regarded by many, who are at 


ſometimes very liberal in their Declara- 


tions of Value and Eſteem, for ſuch with 
Whom they maintain a Correſpondence ; ; 


and yet, by Methods as ungenerous, as they 
are fly and deſigning, detract from their 


real Worth, and fink their deſerved Re- 


putation among Men; which Practice is a 
Shame to the Chviſtian Religion. Thoſe 

who are in the Office of Deacons, ought 

to be free irom. this abominable Vice 1 It 


1 Oui ex uno ore calidum & bien aur. * 
Leer. Sac... | Tos 


becomes 


2 
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becomes them, to ſhew all Tokens of | 
Tenderneſs and Compaſſion to the Diſtreſ. | 
ſied, and to be as diligent in their Endea- 
vours to relieve them, as they are forward 
to declare their Sympathy with them un- 
der their Troubles; in Imitation of their 
great Lord and Maſter, in whom there 
Was mo Guile. Is it not an intolerable 
lmpoſition upon the Afflicted and Low, to 
rlaiſe their Expectations of Aſſiſtance, by air 
Speeches, and, notwithſtanding, heighten 5 


their Diltreſs by a wilful Negleat of their BY 
5 Caſe Pc: 


III. Taha is required in the 


* Character of a Deacon; not given to much 
Nine. The moderate Uſe of any of the 
good Creatures of God, is allowable; _ 

Wine is as lawful to be drank as Waere, 
provided it be not to exceſs. So much is 
implied in the Words of the Apoſtle; ns 
| doth not forbid drinking of Wine, but "," 
| ly a greedy and exceſhve Uſe of it: He 
adviſes Timorhy to it, drink no longer Wa - 
ter but a littleIWine, for thy nee s ſake, 
and thine often Infirmities v. Our Lord, 
who was a perfect Pattern in all Virtues, „ 
did not deny himſelf the Uſe of this, as 

may be collected from what the Phariſees 5 

maliciouſly objected to him; h Son of 

Man #s come eating and drinking, and 


5 ” 


14 —_ 2 are 4 


37 ſay, Bebuld. a gluttomus Man, Wy a 
Mines bibber, a Friend of Publicans and | 
Sinners *. Immoderate and exceſſive drin- 


2 ing is abſolutely unlawful, it is a leading - 


Vice, and generally draus * it many 
great Evils; beſides that, it is a ſhameful _ 
Abuſe of the Bounty of Providence, and 


of the Perſon himſelf who is guilty there- 


of; and therefore all Profeſſors of mann Wy 


= ought to carefully avoid it, but particul ar- 


ly ſuch as are inveſted with any. Office . 


the Church of Chriſt. 


IV. "PERSONS | in this Capac ty ſhould be 


. T's HE mn Qualification i is len to a 
Biſhop: The Apoſtle gives it as a Part ot his 


Character, uy exeacx:3*, the ſame Word 5 
as is here uſed, ot greedy of filthy Lucre. It 


as very requiſite that Perſons in this Func». Þþ| 
tion ſhould not be of an avaritious Diſpo- 


ſition; becauſe that might prove a ſtrong 


. Temptation to them to defert their Service 8 
min the Church, it being ſeldom in their 


Power to provide for: themſelves and Fa- 


milies in fuch a manner as Men of Trade 
and ſecular Buſineſs are able to do; and WM 


they perhaps, not leſs capable of it, — 
men thought proper to devote themſelves 
to it. A free. and generous Temper is re- 
quired in a Deacon, no leſs than in an 


9 Lukevii, 34. 5 1 Tim; v 3. 5 


Elder, 
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Perſons are wholly unfit for this Office; 


and, that a Community is guilty of "x 
S greateſt Imprudence i in the Choice of TP. 
= who n 25 
V. Tx EX ought to Bo ſach Perſons ay 
govern their Families well; let the Dea- 
of one Wife, ru. 
ling their” Children and their "ou De. 


cons be the Husbands 0 


Houſes well f, In order to which, 


is needſul that they. behave . with Pru- 
dence, e and Caution, to be exem- 5 


2.9% Tim. iin. 12. 


Elder, for which there are ſpecial Reaſons: 
hefe Officers are to receive the Collections 
of the Church, and diſpoſe of them to 
thoſe Ends for which they are made; 
therefore it is proper that they ſhould ex- 
cite the Members to true Generoſity, by a 
liberal Contribution according to their 
Ability; for it is well known, that Fx- 
WH ample has a far greater Influence upon 
Men than Precept * Beſides this, if they 
are backward in communicating or their. © 
| Subſtance to pious Uſes, it muſt be a Check 
upon them when called to ſtir ip others:$6- 
Works of Charity and Beneficence ; ang 
an exorbitant love of Money, may tempt | 
them to act an unfaithful Part, in their Liv 
ſtributions of the Church's Treaſure. From 
wWhence it is caſy to collect, that covetous | 


8 plary 


— „ 

* 7 
9 
1 . 
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the Duty of all Parents and Maſters of 


16 A Sven ot; at 


plary i in 180 Virtue and Religion. It is © 


Families, to inſtruct their Children and 


Fervants - in what manner to demean them- 


ſelves, to ſharply reprove them for Sin, 
and to cheriſh all Appearance of Concern 


about the eternal Welfare of their Souls; 
as a Connivance at an Evil in thoſe under 


cour Care and Government, neceſſarily in- 
volves us in Guilt, it will certainly. oc a- 
ſion the Enemies of the Goſpel to reflect 
on our holy Profeſſion. It is more eſpe- 


i cially the Duty of Officers in the Church 


of Chriſt, to diſcountenance all unlawful 


Actions, Pt to encourage undiſſembled 


Piety in thoſe about, them ; the Man who 


neglects to maintain a due Decorum in his 
_ own, is a very improper Perſon to be en- 
3 truſted with any Authority in God's Houſe; 
for it is hardly to be ſuppoſed, that he 


who is negligent in exereiling his Power 


cover thoſe that are under his immediate 


and conſtant Inſpection, will be diligent 
and faithful i in his Watch over ſuch as are 


8 wiſely. 


not ſo near to him. And therefore it muſt 
be allowed, that it is requiſite Deacons 


ould govern their Domelticks well, ande 


Vi. Ir is neceſſary that theſe e 
ſhould be Men of ſound Principles, Holding 

the Myſtery of Faith in à pure * 
my L "tall TONER, N What 
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1. WHAT is intended by Faith 4 
2. Warn Mybery iss 
. OnsrRvs that there are myſterious 
; Dodtrines in divine Revelation. 
4. THarT theſe are to be embraced, and 115 
eddy held * the Deacons of the 
| en. = - 
3 4.4 Ina pure Gonfriencs, - | 
14. FaiTa is taken in different "RE "We 5 
1.) Ir is to be underſtood of a new and 
0 ride Principle wrought in the Saints by 


divine Power, which believes in and accepts 1 


of Chriſt as the alone Saviour of Sinners: 


Thus, iv theſe Words; by Grace are e : 
ſaved through Faith, and that not of your 


| ſelves, it is the Gift of God*. The Na o 
ture and Actings of this Grace, cannot be 
| ſpiritually diſcerned by any but thoſe _ 


are the Subjects of it: All unregenerate 
_ Perſons are unacquainted with this Grace, 


E for it far exceeds the Reach of the unſancti- IT 


| fied Underſtanding. It is held in a pure 2 


| Conſcience. The Exerciſe of this gracious _ 
Principle purges our Conſciences, which 


are naturally defiled ; and put no Diffe- 
rence between us and lden, puri hing their, : 

Hearts by Faith". 8 

++) In Goſpel is ſometimes deſigned 5 
| he it : As for Inſtance, Do we make 20 a 
the Law _ Faith, i. o. the 6: Goſpel | 

| x Erb. ii. 8 8, * Adds xv. 95 


18 A eres preached at 
Cod firtid ; : yea, we eftabliſh the Law v. 


Ighis is the Senſe in Which we are to take 

„ here. T 95 | 

2. A Mrsrzxx is ſomething that is 
incomprehenſible and inexplicable: Some 


affix no other Idea to an evangelical Myſtery 
than, that it is a Matter which has been 


ſecret and hid, and ſuppoſe, that upon a 
| Diſcovery of it, we may be able to fully 
underſtand and account for it, they will 
not allow that its Nature is incomprehenſi- 
ble, but think, that it immediately ceaſes 
to be a Myſtery, when once it is revealed. 
This is done with a manifeſt Deſign to ſub- 
vert all ſuch Notions or Principles con- 
_ tained in Revelation, which are not to be 
enprebended by Reaſon: But this is much | 
too low aSenſe of the Word, as it is applied | 
to the Goſpel in the inſpired Writing gs. There 
are many Things of whoſe Exiſtence in Na- 
ture we cannot poſſibly doubt, Which are yet | 
Sage ntable, ſterious, and inexplica- 
of of which, we need not 

look any farther than our ſelves the Con- 
ſtitution and Frame of nm Nature * 


ble; for the pro 


really . 


LET ſuch as obj jet to any Doectrbe 
(which is ſuppoſed 70 be a Branch of re- 
vealed Truth) becauſe it is myſterious, and 
not capable of Demonſtration by 1 185 


= Kom. ! ili, 31. 


0 
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firſt acquaint us, how the Soul, which is 


Immaterial, is united to the Body, in Man? 


What are the Band and Ligaments of that 


comprebenſible. 3 


Ji. Tus Goſpel is a 1 Myſtery, or Chain 75 
of Truths 5 far tranſcend our Reaſon. 
We are fo far from denying this, that it 

is our avowed Principle. In this Light it is 
conſtantly repreſented by the Apoſtle: 

Thus he ſpeaks of it; even the Myſtery 
which hath been hid from Ages and Gene- 
rations, but now is made manifeſt to his 
Saints, o whim God would make known 
| What are the Riches of the Gy of this 

. 


Union, which it is certain there is between 
theſe two Parts ſo very different in their 
Nature ? How the Soul actuates and moves 
every Member of the Body at pleaſure?” 
How it is that the Mind beeomes affected 
with the Indiſpoſition of the Body, and 

that with the Diſorder of the Soul? Which 
are Things as indiſputable as they are in- 
explicable. I ſay, let thoſe Perſons, before 
they reject Myitcries in Revelation, clear- 
ly explain theſe things to us. it they 

decline this as a Task to which they . 

are unequal ; muſt they not grant that 
their own- Make is a ſtanding Evidence 
7 againſt their Incredulity in divine Things 2 
| which is cheriſhed by this vain Pretence, i, 
that nothing is to be credited that „ 


ot — 
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Myſtery among the Gentiles ; which $9 | 
Chriſt in you, the Hope of Glory © : And 


elſewhere ; but we ſpeak the Wi {dom of 


God i in a M ſtery, even the hidden Wiſdom 
 eobich God ordained before the World, to 
our Glory. The Revelation of the Scheme E 


of Salvation by. a crucified Jeſus, is in it | 


ſelf aMyſtery; it doth not bear this Name 
merely becauſe it was eternally hid in the 
divine Mind where it was formed : If all 
ſacred Truths were reducible to the Rea» 

ſon of Man, it might be juſtly expected that 
Perſons of ſuperior Underſtandings would 
| moſt readily embrace them, and give the 


5 beſt Account of them; whereas the con- 


trary of that js true. Hence are thoſe 


Words of the Ap oſtle; butt the Natur al . 
Man Ji & EY Ser, the Man of Soul *, © 


I. e. a Perſon furniſhed with the utmoſt 1 


. ſtrength of Reaſon, receiveth not the Things Þ 
of the Spirit of God ; they are Fooliſhneſs | 
130 him, neither can he know them, becauſe | 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned, Which, | 
in my Opinion, is a ſufficient Proof, that : 


the Things of God are far above the 
Reach of the moſt improved Underſtand- 
ing, and greateſt Genius; and diſcovers the 
great Vanity of thoſe who plead the Sentls 
ments of polite Perſons, in their Favour _ 
Nogriges. of the greateſt importance are 


* Col, 1. 26, 5. 27. | 7. i con ũ.7·. 1 Cor. 2. 14 
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very myſterious and incomprehenſible; a- 
mong which are theſe: | 

(1.) Tu Doctrine of the Trip, d 
the proper Deity and diſtinct Perſonality 
of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. Con- 
cerning the Divinity and Perſonality of the 
Father, there is no diſpute; and | appre- 
hend, that if the ſcriptural Aocount of the 
| Deity of the Son were diligently, and with 

| due Humility attended to, no Objections 
would ever be advanced againſt it; becauſe 
it is as expreſly aflerted in the ſacred Ora- 
cles as any Truth therein contained; In 


the Beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was Cl. 


The Works performed by Chriſt, the Per- 
| ſections which reſide in him, and the re- 


ligious Worthip which is given to him di- 
ſtinctly from the Father, clearly evince his 
proper Deity. Aud ſince the ſame Attri- 
| butes are ſaid to be in the Holy Spirit, as 
are in the Father and Son, and the ſame 
humble Worſhip is to be paid to him, as 
| diſtin&t from os both, we have no juſt 
| Reaſon to doubt of his real Divinity and 


diſtin Perſonality, This Doctrine is a 
great Myſtery ; but becauſe we cannot ex- 
plain how it is conſiſtent with the Unity 5 
of the divine Eſſence, will i it be ſafe or pru- 
3 dent for us to refuſe Credit to the cleareſt 


* John | | i. 1. 


1 Evi 


* 


3 ae 


5 Evidence for it in the Word f Gad 4 
Surely, Me ' 8 
(20 Ts Union oof: the divine and. . 
5 human Nature in the Perſon, of the Media- Ml 
tor, is a glorious Truth, and as great a 
Myſtery ; he Mord was made Fleſh and 
dwelt among us; "we beheld bis Glory as 
cf the only begotten of the Father, full of 
Grace aud Truth*, The Man Chriſt 
© Jeſus ſubſiſts in God, and God refides in 
iim, in a manner not to be explained or 
conceived of by us; in him awelleth all _ 
we Fulneſs of the G, bodily< The 
WW Apoſtle pronounces this a great Myſtery ; | 
ll great is the Myſtery of Godlineſs, God. 
manifeſt in the F/eſh, Let it be obſerved, 
that the Thing it ſelf is ſo; which is more bk 
diuhan ſome ſeem willing to allow, who ſup- 1 
poſe that a Myſtery in Scripture, only in- 
tends ſomething which has lain hid and ſe- 
eret, and that there is nothing myſterious or | 
inexplicable. in its Nature. As for thoſe 
who grant that the Union of Chriſt with | 
God, is ineffable and inconceivable, they 
have the leſs reaſon to object to the Doctrine N 
olf the Trinity; becauſe that cannot be ac- 
counted for and explained by us. Upon 
the ſame Reaſoning they may as well deny 
the Union of Chriſt with God, as his pro- 
per Deity, and diſtinct perſonality from | 


4 


>» John i. 14. 8 < Col, ii. 9. e 
ML "th 
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W the Father; which they would do well to 
5 | <onſl der, N = 
= 13) Tux whole of Salvation by Chriſt 
= dei, 13 a Myſtery: The Imputation 


of our Sins to him, the Infliction of the Pu- 


niſhment due to us upon him, and our Diſ- 
charge from Guilt on account thereof, the 


| ]Juſtification of our Perſons by his Odedi- 


= ence, are precious Truths, but very won- 


'F derful and myſterious ; natural Men, tho 


ever ſo much improved in Knowledge, 
eſteem them irrational and unintelligi- 
ble Notions. Thus the Apoſtle acquaints 
us, that the Croſs of Chriſt, or the Doc- 
trine of Redemption by his Blood, waͤs 
treated with Contempt by the wiſe and 
learned; we preach Chriſt crucified, to 
the Jews a Srumbling- -block, and unto the 
Greeks fooliſhneſs . Reafon concludes, 


that a Charge of Guilt to an innocent 


- Perſon, and puniſhing of bim as if he was 


the real Offender, is an unaccountable Me- 


| thod by which the Criminal is to be di 


: charged, and wholly freed from an Impu- 
tation of Offence, Nor doth it deter- 


mine more in Favour of accounting the 


Righteouſneſs of one perſealy. holy, to 


 finful Men, and acting towards them as 


S righteous therein. Theſe are Myſteries not . 


to be 2 without divine IIllumi- 


| nation F 
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nation; the Knowledge of them is a free 
Wi Gift, and he is a happy Perſon who is en- 
—_— abled to ſpiritually diſcern and embrace 
Wl them. In theſe Doctrines he clearly ſees 
divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs are moſt emi- 
nently diſplay d; to him Chriſt as cruciſied 
is the Power of God, and the Wiſdom 
of God. 5 
n Tus Dodrine 4 the Reſurre&ion : 

- "Wis great Myſtery. 'The Body of Man is 
compoſed of Duſt, to that it returns at 
Death, and is changed into numerous 
1 Forms how far thoſe Particles of Mat- 
1 which once made up the Body of a 
ll Man may be ſeparated, or with what a 
Ma.ultitude of other Bodies they may be 
ll mixed, none can tell. And therefore if 
. Reaſon i is conſulted in this Article of Faith, 
tis no wonder if it be thought an incredi- | 
dle thing: It is only a ſtrict regard to the 
Will infinite Knowledge and Power of God, 
Wl that will bring Men over to the Belief of | 
i, the Difficulties Which attend it to hu 
Wl man View, are ſo many and great. And 
pet this is a fundamental Doctrine, and ne- 
cCeſſary to be believed, as is moſt clearlx 
aaſerted by the Apoſtle; if there be uo Re- 
ll /urreftionof the Dead, then Chrift is not 
ll riſen, and if Chrift be not riſen, then is our 

LY 5 e vain, and your Faith alſo is W 


— 
— lc rarer 297 > 7 


— 


1 Cor. xv. 13 37 14. 


1 


— - . 
——_ —— 
— —— | 
— . — — — — — 
. = — DD Az — 
rr — 2 2 


— 


— Dp OS ———2—ꝛ— ns = =_ 
— ——— 22 
r 
_— . - 
> - + 8 I 


an Ordination of DxAcOoNS. 25 
(5 Tus Change which will paſs upon 
the Saints who ſhall remain, and be alive 
at the ſecond Coming of Chriſt, is a 
| Myſtery ; Behold, I ſhew you a Myſtery, 
S we ſhall not all "ſeep, i. e. die; but we 
ſhall be changed in a Moment, in the 
rwinkling of an Fye, at the laſt Trump 


(for the Trumpet ſhall ſound) and the _ 
Dead ſhall be raijed incorruptible, and 


we ſhall be changed. I apprehend the 
ora of this Matter, before this Reve- 
lation of it, is not the only Reaſon why 
| the Apoſtle calls it a Myſtery ; for if fo, 
it muſt be concluded, that there is nothing 
wonderful-and myſterious in the Thing it 

ſelf, which no Perſon, as I conceive, can 


imagine; for if our preſent Frame 3 


conſidered as mortal, and naturally tend- 


ing to Corruption and Death, we ſhall 


ſee evident Cauſe to allow it is exceed= 


1 ing wonderful that all ſhall an wer 
As it impoſſible Corruption ſhould 


inherit Incorruption, it is abſolutely ne- 

ceſſary that our corrupt Bodies thould be 
freed from thoſe Qualities which now at- 
tend them. But then, how can we ap- 
prchend this will be done without our 
| dying, and being reduced to Duſt as 


others are, eſpecially that this ſur- Dy 


prizing Change thould be wrought m a I 


di con xv. 515 52. 


+ Man: 
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8 ſo ſudden as the Apoſtle Gerdes 
it will be. Certainly there is not any, 
tak ing the Thing in this Veiw, but will 
readily grant it to be a great Myſtery, 
4. IT is neceſſary that Deacons ſhould 
ES embrace, and ſtedfaſtly hold theſe heaven- 

ly Truths. Every Officer in a Chriſtian 
Community, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, 
-. -*-  aaSiome particular Intereſt in, and Influence 
upon the Members; and therefore may, 
With the more eaſe, bring them over to 

his Opinion; conſequently it is very pro- 
per that his Sentiments ſhould be juſt, and, 
in all things of importance, agreeable to 
divine Revelation; if not, what leſs than 
the Spread of Error can be expected from 
bim e Hence there is ſpecial Reaſon why | 
theſe Officers ſhould hold the Myſtery of 
Faith. All the Saints are called upon to | 
contend earneſtly for the Faith once Js | = 
ere to them; ſuch as are choſen to Off- 
fice, are more eſpecially under Obligation 
do propagate and defend evangelical Doc- | 
trines, the Form of ſound Words ought to 
be held faſt by them, and not departed 5 
1 1 _ upon any Score whatever. * 
J. THEY ought to hold the Myſtery of 
Faith ina pure Conſcience, the Word is 
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cos, which is ſometimes put for the 
whole Heart, Soul and Spirit, working 


55 — upon it ſelf by way of Reflection ; 
and 


23 . P 
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and herein do T exerciſe my ſelf to have 
always a Conſcience void of Qfence to- 
ward God, and toward Men * ; that is to 
ſay, a Heart clear from Guilt upon a moſt 
ſerious Reflection on my Conduct. The 
Heart of every Man is naturally polluted, 
and the Conſcience is defiled by Sin con- 
tracted, and cannot be pure but as ſancti- 
| fied by 'the Grace of God, and cleanſed bß 
the Blood of Chriſt; therefore theſe Doc- 
trines are to be embraced and held with 
| the Heart, as made holy by the Operations 
of God's Spirit upon it. The Head is not 
the Seat of evangelical Truths when they 
are received in a ſpiritual Manner, but the —_ 
Soul, the Heart, and Mind. Perſons who |} 
have thus believed them, will A | 
A prevailed upon to part with them, either 
thro' the Flattery of pretended Friends, 5 
or the ill Treatment of avowed Lani | 


I—_ 


1 Fourthly, Tas Buſineſs of Dei =: 
o ſerve Tables that is to ſay, thoſe 
= which are to be fvrniſhed by the Church. 
Firſt, Tux Table of the Lord, Chriſt 
| hath inſtituted a ſolemn Ordinance, by Which 
bis People commemorate his Sufferings me. 
Death; of which Inſtitution the Apoſtle = 
| gives this Account, for I have received 1 
the Lord tat which alſo 1 deljoer a . 
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Night in which be was betrayed, took 


Bread : And when he had given Thanks 
 bhebrake it, and ſaid, Take, eat; this is 
my, Body, which is broken for ou; this 


o in Remembrance of me. After the ſame 


manner alſo be took the Cup, when he bad 
0 fy we ſaying, This Cup is the new 


eftament in my Blood ; this do ye in 


remembrance of me. Fir as often as ye 
eat this Bread, and drink this Cup, *. 
do ſhew the Lord Death till he come. 
I )!be great Care, Wiſdom, and Love of 
Chriſt, appear in this Appointment ; his 
5 evident Deſign therein, is the Conſolation ; 
bol the Saints; it is, that their Faith may 
be ſtrengthened in his Favour to them; 
and that they may increaſe in an Abhor= |. 
krence of Sin, which was the Cauſe of his 
Paſſion and Death. The Deacons are to 
provide every thing neceſſary for the Ce- 
lebration of this Inſtitution, but not at 
their own private Expence, for that is the 
common Concern of the Community ; | 
therefore nothing more is to be expected 8 
from them in this Particular, than to fur- 


niſh the Table, and acquaint the Church 
with the Charge, and bear their Part in 


defraying of it. Theſe Officers are alſo 
0 Communyente the. Eread and Wine 


4 1 Cor, xi. 23324, 35 24. 8 


. to the ſeveral Members of the So- 
ciety. 


Cod is well pleaſed *. . This is a Duty 


juſtly to be expected from them; be- 


— * Heb. 3 Xi, 16. — 1 Eph, iv. 20, 


| Secondly, 7 Iz is a Branch of os Work 8 
to relieve the Poor out of the Church's 
Stock raiſed ſor that Purpoſe. The Saints 
are commanded. to ſhew Tenderneſs and 
| Compaſſion to the Afflicted and Low, it 
is the Will of God that they ſhould aſſt ; 
| the Necelſitous, that is an e wk 
vice to him; 70 do good and communi= 
Cate forget nor, for with ſuch Sacrifices 


not only incumbent on thoſe who abound i 
in Riches, tho“ a larger Contribution is —  _ 


cauſe much. is required of ſuch 10 whom. 
| much is given : But Perſons of a lower 
Rank are under Obligation to perform 
1 Acts of Charity, even thoſe who live by _ 
| the Labour of their Hands; let him that 
ole ſteal no more, but rather tee bim 
labour, working with bis Hands the 
| thing that is good, that he may have to. 
| give to bim that needeth'. A wan © 
Affection to Chriſt, ſincere Love to the 
Saints as his Members, and a, true Senſe 
of divine Bounty towards us, will certain= 
ly prevail with us to chearfully, and with- 
out grudging, practiſe this Beneficence. 
it is the Peacons Buſt neſs to receive the 
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ſuch therewith whoſe Circumſtances call 


for help; and therefore, that the Com- 
munity may be put to no unneceſſary 


Charge, it is proper that theſe Officers 


ſſmould viſit the Members who apply for 
Aſſiſtance, and examine whether it is need- 
ſul, or if their Poverty ariſes from Profuſe- 
neſs and Indolence, which, if they find up- 
on Examination, they muſt reprove theſe 
Perſons and exhort them to Frugality and 
Diligence, that the Church may not be 
burdened with the Caſes of ſuch: Beſides, 
viſiting the poor Members is neceſſary on 
another Account; 218. that none may ſuffer 
er too” great Modeſty, which will 
not allow them to ask for that Aſſiſtance 
Which they really want; ſome ſuch Per- 
ſions there are, tho perhaps their Number 
zs not equal to that of thoſe who are ww . 
ty of the other Extream: Again; it ma 
encourage the Indigent and Afflicted, to be 
viſited by their Brethren. If any ſhall think, 
that Deacons are not obliged to this by 
Virtue of their Office, I apprehend they 
are greatly miſtaken. Whatever is given to 
the Poor, it ought to be with Pity, and 
| ſweetneſs of Diſpoſition ; not with ſharp 
and unkind Words, becauſe the Grief oc- 
caſioned by rough Language, may far ex- 
Feed. the * done them by what is 
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communicated to them; and then alſo let 
it be conſidered, that the Lord tooeth 4 
ae Giver. | 


_ Thirdly, Another Part of their Baſncki, 


s to take care of the Miniſter's Table. It 


is very evident, that a Miniſter of the 
_ Goſpel ought to be provided for by thoſe 
Who enjoy the Benefit of his Miniftrations; - 
let bim that is taught in the Word commu= = 
cate 10 him that teacheth in all go 
| Things". The temporal Aſſiſtance which 
I diligent Preacher of the divine Word re- 
ceives from thoſe who attend upon his 
| Miniſtry, is not to be compared with cke 
Advantage of his Inſtructions, TEE. nn. 
ſerved by the Apoſtle, treating on this 
Argument; if we have ſown unto you bi- 
ritual things, is it a great Thing if we 
| ſhall reap your carnal things. It belongs 
| to the Deacons to conſider, whether the 
| : Elder of the Church is agreeably furniſhed | 
with the Accommodations of Life, and ifhe _ 
is not, to recommend the Conſideration of 
his ſtrait Circumſtances to the Members, in 
| order to obtain a more liberal Contribu- ES 
tion from them, that he may not be preſſed = 
with Difficulties; which, in no ſmall De- 
 gree will incommode him for the Diſcharge 
of his important Service. And if 3 x 
be any of the Society that either wa x 
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gbd tr to IT a Part in the Miniſter's 
Support, or do not contribute to it accord- 
ing to their Ability, they ought to re- 
prove ſuch, and exhort them to a faithful 
Performance of their Duty i in this ſo Juſt | 

and reaſonable a Thing. 


Ir muſt be confeſſed, that e ef * 


+ r Di ficulties will attend a tritt : 
and yeligious Regard to the Duties pro- 


per to this Office, and therefore that youz 


my Brethren, who have been now inveſted 
therewith, may not conclude that you have 
os undertook. a Truſt to which you! ſhall yur ; 
> OE 1 Prem,” A. 


Hieb, To offie-: a few: 'T hings for 


=. your cap coma in this. Under- | 
i taking. ORIG - 


1% 1 AE Service to Win you are called 2 


zs Chriſt s, his Intereſt, and the Good of his 
People are concerned in this Matter. That 
being duly conſidered, will be ſufficient of 
it ſelf to inſpire you with Courage, and 
fraiſe you above all the Troubles which 


you are apprehenſive will neceſſarily at- 


tend the Execution of your Office. We 

are all under infinite Obligations to him; 

how great were the Sufferings to which : 

he freely ſubmitted upon our Account! 

| What a Variety of precious Benefits do 
= 2 receive from him! our Deliverance 


from 


va bye) — 4 * 
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from eternal Ruin coſt him his Life. A 
vaſt Treaſure of Grace he expends upon 
his People to meeten them for Heaven, and 
will eternally communicate to them, to 


compleat their Happineſs there. IT herefore 
what Work (wherein his Honour is in- 


| tereſted) ſhall we eſteem too arduous for 
us to undertake, or what Difficulties too 
great to encounter with 2 ſo. we may but 


de inſtrumental in advancing the Cauſe of 
one to whom we are thus highly obliged. 
If theſe Things have their proper weight 
upon our Mins. we ſhall think bis Like 
| tseaſy and his Burden Fans. 
2. He that has called you will certainly _— 
"offi you in his Service, aud therefore you 


have no reaſon. to be diſcouraged : Chriſt, 5 
the Head of the Church, has a fulneſs of . 


| Grace in his Hands; Which is abundantly 


more than equal to the Wants of bis Ser- 
| vantsand Members. Whatever Exerciſes 
he brings upon his People, he is able and 


determined to afford them ſuitable Support; 


| as their Days are, their Strength / ſhall les. 


And whenever he directs any in his Provi- 
{ dence to engage in his facred Work, he 


furniſhes them for it. es 
1 am apprehenſiy = my 1 that. 


your Minds may be ſtruck with ſome Con- 
cern, by hearing the Qualifications that are 


2 Matt, xi. 30. : 1 Deut. XXX Iii. 25, 
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„% Amen grebe a 


neceſſary for Perſons who undertake this 
Office and the Duties proper to it, as 


being conſcious of your own Inability. : 
But «conſider that your Lord is able to 
communicate every needful Virtue, 'and to 
carry you through thoſe Difficulties which 
appear to you inſuperable ; his Grace is 
 Fufiicient for you, and his Strengoh will be 
made perfect in Weakneſs . It is with me 
unqueſtionable, that your Eyes are di- 
trreected to him from whom all your Strength 
is derived. And may you of bis PRE 
1 and Grace for Grace”. 


"Tas Office is difficult, bur the Ho- g 


I Like ariſi ing from the proper Diſcharge of 
tit is great, I am very far from thinking 
"mart iths prudent or ſafe for us, to embark 
in the Cauſe of Religion with a Vie to 
acquire Applanſe from Men, or to raiſe 
our Reputation in the World ; that is an 
evident Sign of a baſe and low Diſpoſition | 
of Mind. But then, it is lawful to ani- 
mate and raiſe our Spirits under a Proſpect 
ol the Troubles to which we expoſe our 
ſelves, in an Adherence to the Intereſt of 
Chriſt, by conſidering, that it is an un- 
ſpeakable Honour put upon us, to be called 
to the meaneſt Poſt in his Houſe : Thus the 
Pfalmiſt did, as appears by his own Words; 
” 15 4 Day in thy Courts is better n a 


2 cor. ai. g. 1 7 John. 16. 


Thos . 


1 „ of Dao ka. 23 
7 Joi 


and: Thad rather be a Door- keeper 
in the Houſe of my God, than 70 dwell in 
| the Tents of Wi chedne('s © "4 


5 enabled to uſe the Offce of Deacons well, 
and ſo purchaſe to your ſelves a good De- 725 


| wobich is in rag ee? COHN? 


5 Fi Ba hi. 10. o 1 ria. i ini. 13. f (I 
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'TunrziontDLy wiſh, that you may 3 : 


gree, . and great Boldneſs in ou Faith 1 


DIge 4. Line 22. 8 Deacon, p. 5. 4.3 20, x ld | 


= p. 7. in the Margin, I. 1. r. Origin. p- 14. J. 14. Te! 
| 5 vet greedy of filthy Lucre, L Bel TI, i a0 ee. . 
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Lach 2 Ul the ſame 4 ber. 
Debence of this Doctrine of Eternal att. | 


fication,” from ſome Exceptions made to it 
* Mr. Bragge and others. 1732. 
1 1 Price One Shilling. My 


8 The « G bent of Grace imeved... In | Sermon = 
coccaſioned by the Death of Mrs. Margaret "OY 
7 who Rae: N May the 15th, 1734. 

5 Price Six Pence. ne. 


. <4 . Di a Glory of bis Chl 5 
: A Sermon preached at Devonſhire-Square, on the. 
Fifth of November, to the Society who ſupport the 
Lord's-Day Evening Lecture, in that Place. Pub- 
hed. s at the Hou of ſome who bears it. 8 
IX 2” pk 5 Price Six Nn. W N 
N The Bellaver's' Triumph over Death. 1 I 
- fidered in a Sermon occafioned by the Deceaſe of 
Mr. Hugh Lloyd, who departed this, Life Feb. 11, | 
1 — at the Sy woe ſome 1 
heard 1 it. RT = 
| Price Sin Pence. 
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